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of Mary as heir to the English throne or the
deposition of Elizabeth with a view to her im-
mediate succession. For a time even the moderate
Protestants wished to solve this question at once,
until the opposition of the queen led them to agree
to an indefinite postponement. It was, however,
the Catholics, who were the prime movers in all
these plots, and they received more or less open
support from Spain. In the same year as that of
the abortive investigation into Mary's case, the Duke
of Norfolk attempted to raise the northern counties,
with the object of marrying the captive queen,
securing her acknowledgment as heir, and destroying
the influence of Cecil. But the plot was detected, the
duke arrested, and the other leaders forced to take
refuge in Scotland (1569). The refusal of Moray to
surrender the fugitives was followed by a quarrel
between him and Elizabeth, and the withdrawal of
her support led to his assassination, and the triumph
of the anti-English party. At the same time
France threatened war, only the renewed activity
of the Huguenots preventing an attack upon
England ; while the publication of a papal bull,
declaring that Elizabeth was deposed, seemed to
justify the Catholics in plotting her overthrow.
The final declaration of the Pope against the
English queen was followed by the organisation of
a much more formidable conspiracy. Ridolfi, an
Italian banker, was the moving spirit in this new
plot; he proposed that Mary should marry Norfolk,
that Elizabeth should be deposed, and that Alva
should assist in the re-establishment of Catholicism